
PARISH OF ST PETER’S, COLCHESTER 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parochial Church Council  
held on Tuesday 9th November 2021 

Chairman: Revd Mark Wallace 

1. OPENING BIBLE READING & PRAYER 

The Vicar opened the meeting by reading from 2 Timothy 4.1-4, and then led the meeting in prayer.  

2. APOLOGIES 

See Appendix 1. 

3. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 14TH SEPTEMBER 2021 

The previous Minutes were approved nem con and signed by the Vicar. 

4. MATTERS ARISING 

No matters arising. 

5. MONTHLY ‘SHORT REPORTS’ 

The ‘short reports’ had been circulated ahead of the meeting, and questions or comments were invited. 

The Churchwardens’ report gave details of the quotes for the remedial work in the church and in the hall, and for the 
repairs to the double-doors in the hall. Subject to a possibility that Mr Tim Hearn offered to explore, the the PCC 
agreed to instruct Schofield to do the work in the church and Elecbuild Ltd to do the work in the Hall. It was further  
agreed that Haynes Carpentry Essex Ltd should be instructed to take on the work of replacing the double-doors in 
the hall. Mrs Wendy Whitfield was thanked for all her work on these projects. 

Mrs Bernice Watts reminded the PCC that a Risk Assessment for each church activity should be completed, and 
reviewed regularly. The PCC expressed the hope that this could be combined into one annual review. 

6. SPOTLIGHT REPORT: FINANCE 

The PCC spent time discussing the report. Various questions were raised and discussed, with two themes 
highlighted as important for the PCC to consider in future meetings: (1) How can the PCC budget for growth in 
ministry, given that the Youth Worker and Pastoral Co-ordinator roles are currently only funded until 31st August 
2022? (2) How can we better communicate the financial needs of the church to the wider congregation? 
The PCC agreed to use the legacy from the late Mr Ken Cooke for the necessary electrical repairs in the Hall. 

7. MISSION PARTNERSHIP & CHARITABLE GIVING 

A paper on Mission Partnerships & Charitable Giving, supported by the Finance Committee, was presented to the 
PCC by the Vicar. The PCC agreed to move forwards with the initial proposals (the relatively low-cost options), and 
encouraged the Vicar to move forwards with options for some of the more costlier opportunities, while approving 
the general direction of travel. 

8. REVIEW OF RISK ASSESSMENTS 

The PCC approved the following Risk Assessments: opening church buildings to the public; churchyard working 
parties; children groups (internal Hall users); offsite visits for youth events; outdoor lunches; online meetings for 
children’s groups. 
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9. ADVENT & CHRISTMAS SERVICES 

The Vicar outlined the recommendation of the Christmas Planning Group, which differed slightly from the earlier 
proposal in the Vicar’s ‘short report’. The PCC approved the revised proposals, including holding the Christingle 
(10:30am) and Traditional Carol Service (6:30pm) on Sunday 19th December, an All-Age Carol Service on Christmas 
Eve, and the usual Family Communion on Christmas Day. 

10. CORRESPONDENCE 

a) The PCC had received a proposal from the local police which would involve making the Hall available on 
Thursdays for a homeless support project. The PCC had previously agreed to this proposal by email. 

b) Mrs Anne Kavanagh had emailed the PCC regarding the possibility of purchasing a portable font. The Vicar 
offered to look into possible costs, and to bring a proposal to a future PCC meeting. 

c) Dr Dan Watts had emailed the PCC regarding a query from Beacon House: might St Peter’s consider facilitating 
some form of Guest House project this winter? Following lengthy discussion, in which some concerns were 
raised about feasibility, the PCC approved the proposal in principle, leaving the details to be worked out by Dr 
Dan Watts and the Vicar in conversation with Beacon House’s CEO, Mr Steve Brown. 

d) The Vicar had received a letter from Bishop Guli in relation to the resolution the PCC has passed in November 
2019. It was agreed that the Vicar should respond on the PCC’s behalf, offering the names of both Dr Dan Watts 
and Mrs Anne Kavanagh as being available for consultation.  

e) A series of emails had been exchanged between Mrs Melanie Tucker (of the Diocesan Registry) and Mrs Bernice 
Watts (on behalf of the PCC) concerning the need for a retrospective licence in relation to the installation of an 
air condenser unit backing on to the churchyard. The PCC approved a draft prepared by Mrs Bernice Watts on 
the PCC’s behalf. 

11. AOB 

Mrs Val Morris gave an update on the progression of the church library plan. Val has acquired a bookcase and all that 
is needed now are good quality Christian books.  

12. DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS 

With the Vicar being unavailable for the scheduled PCC meetings in December and February, the PCC agreed to 
cancel these. The next two PCC meetings will instead be on the 11th January 2022 and 8th March 2022, at 7:30pm.  

13. CLOSING PRAYERS 

Mrs Anne Kavanagh closed the meeting in prayer.  

APPENDIX 1 
Mr Duncan Breckels present 
Mr James Coe apologies 
Dr Matt Cox  present 
Mr Tim Hearn  present 
Mrs Anne Kavanagh present 
Dr Mick Kavanagh apologies 
Mr Richard Lawn present 
Mrs Val Morris present 
Mrs Clare Reid apologies 
Revd Mark Wallace present 
Mrs Bernice Watts present 
Dr Dan Watts  present 
Mrs Wendy Whitfield present
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