Communion Service
Sunday 20th January 2019
The Third Sunday of Epiphany

A very warm welcome to St Peter’s Church!
Our service today is led by the Revd Mark Wallace,
our Vicar. If you have any questions, please ask a
member of the Welcoming Team or contact any of
the people in the “Contact Details” section in the
green “Church Diary, Notices & Prayer Calendar”
leaflet. Please note that we do not take a collection
during the service: if you would like to give, please
use the box towards the back of church.
Thank you for joining us this morning.

PRAYERS OF PREPARATION & PENITENCE
Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

WELCOME & INTRODUCTION
______________________________________________________________

“COME, PEOPLE OF THE RISEN KING”
Come, people of the risen king,
who delight to bring Him praise.
Come, all and tune your hearts to sing
to the Morning Star of grace.
From the shifting shadows of the earth
we will lift our eyes to Him,
where steady arms of mercy reach
to gather children in.
Rejoice! Rejoice!
Let every tongue rejoice!
One heart, one voice,
O Church of Christ, rejoice!
[SPK leave for their groups]
Come, those whose joy is morning sun
and those weeping through the night.
Come, those who tell of battles won,
and those struggling in the fight.
For His perfect love will never change,
and His mercies never cease,
but follow us through all our days
with the certain hope of peace.
Rejoice! Rejoice…
Come, young and old from every land,
men and women of the faith.
Come, those with full or empty hands,
find the riches of His grace.
Over all the world, His people sing,
shore to shore we hear them call
the Truth that cries through every age;
‘Our God is all in all’.
Rejoice! Rejoice…
Keith & Kristyn Getty & Stuart Townend, © Thankyou Music

Our Lord Jesus Christ said:
The first commandment is this:
“Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord.
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,
with all your soul, with all your mind,
and with all your strength.”
The second is this: “Love your neighbour as yourself.”
There is no other commandment greater than these.
On these two commandments
hang all the law and the prophets.
Amen. Lord, have mercy.
God so loved the world
that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ
to save us from our sins,
to be our advocate in heaven,
and to bring us to eternal life.
Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith,
firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments
and to live in love and peace with all.
Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
we have sinned against you
and against our neighbour
in thought and word and deed,
through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.
We are truly sorry
and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
who died for us,
forgive us all that is past and grant that
we may serve you in newness of life
to the glory of your name. Amen.
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent,
have mercy upon us,
pardon and deliver us from all our sins,
confirm and strengthen us in all goodness,
and keep us in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________

THE COLLECT
God of all mercy,
your Son proclaimed good news to the poor,
release to the captives,
and freedom to the oppressed:
anoint us with your Holy Spirit
and set all your people free
to praise you in Christ our Lord.
Amen.
______________________________________________________________

BIBLE READING: John 13.1-20
page 900; read by Dan Watts
At the end of the reading…
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
______________________________________________________________

“PREPARE OUR HEARTS, O GOD”
Prepare our hearts, O God,
help us to receive;
break the hard and stony ground,
help our unbelief.
Plant Your Word down deep in us,
cause it to bear fruit;
open up our ears to hear,
lead us in Your truth.
Show us Christ, show us Christ,
O God, reveal Your glory
through the preaching of Your Word,
until every heart confesses Christ is Lord.
Your Word is living light
upon our darkened eyes:
guards us through temptations,
makes the simple wise.
Your Word is food for famished ones,
freedom for the slave,
riches for the needy soul come speak to us today!
Show us Christ, show us Christ…

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit
and the Virgin Mary
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified
under Pontius Pilate;
he suﬀered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son
is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic
and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism
for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
______________________________________________________________

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
led by Richard Lawn
These responses may be used during the prayers:
Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.

THE SERMON

At the end of the prayers:
Merciful Father,
accept these prayers,
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

THE NICENE CREED

THE NOTICES

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

______________________________________________________________

Doug Plank & Bob Kauﬂin, © 2011, Sovereign Grace Worship
______________________________________________________________

THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.
______________________________________________________________

“ROCK OF AGES, CLEFT FOR ME”
Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
let me hide myself in Thee;
let the water and the blood,
from Thy riven side which flowed,
be of sin the double cure,
cleanse me from its guilt and power.

For he is our great high priest,
who has loosed us from our sins
and has made us to be a royal priesthood to you,
our God and Father.
Therefore, with angels and archangels,
and with all the company of heaven,
we proclaim your great and glorious name,
for ever praising you and saying:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
All glory be to you, our heavenly Father,
who, in your tender mercy,
gave your only Son our Saviour Jesus Christ
to suﬀer death upon the cross for our redemption;
who made there by his one oblation of himself
once oﬀered
a full, perfect and suﬃcient sacrifice, oblation
and satisfaction for the sins of the whole world;
he instituted,
and in his holy gospel commanded us to continue,
a perpetual memory of his precious death
until he comes again.

Not the labour of my hands
can fulfil Thy law’s demands;
could my zeal no respite know
could my tears for ever flow,
all for sin could not atone:
Thou must save, and Thou alone.
Nothing in my hand I bring,
simply to Thy cross I cling;
naked, come to Thee for dress;
helpless, look to Thee for grace;
Foul, I to the fountain fly;
wash me, Saviour, or I die.
While I draw this fleeting breath,
when mine eyes shall close in death,
when I soar to worlds unknown,
see Thee on Thy judgement throne,
Rock of ages, cleft for me,
let me hide myself in Thee.
Augustus Montague Toplady

Hear us, merciful Father, we humbly pray,
and grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit,
we receiving these gifts of your creation,
this bread and this wine,
according to your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ’s
holy institution,
in remembrance of his death and passion,
may be partakers of his most blessed body
and blood;

______________________________________________________________

THE LORD’S SUPPER
The Lord be with you
and also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, it is our duty and our joy,
at all times and in all places
to give you thanks and praise, holy Father,
heavenly King, almighty and eternal God,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

who, on the same night that he was betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
In the same way, after supper he took the cup
and gave you thanks;
he gave it to them, saying: Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of me.
Christ is the bread of life:
When we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim your death, Lord Jesus,
until you come in glory.

Therefore, Lord and heavenly Father,
in remembrance of the precious death and passion,
the mighty resurrection and glorious ascension
of your dear Son Jesus Christ,
we oﬀer you through him this sacrifice of praise
and thanksgiving.
Grant that by his merits and death,
and through faith in his blood,
we and all your Church may receive forgiveness of
our sins and all other benefits of his passion.
Although we are unworthy,
through our manifold sins, to oﬀer you any sacrifice,
yet we pray that you will accept this the duty
and service that we owe.
Do not weigh our merits, but pardon our oﬀences,
and fill us all who share in this holy communion
with your grace and heavenly blessing;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
by whom, and with whom, and in whom,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,
for ever and ever.
Amen.
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.
Draw near with faith.
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ
which he gave for you,
and his blood which he shed for you.
Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts
by faith with thanksgiving.
We do not presume to come to this your table,
O merciful Lord,
trusting in our own righteousness,
but in your manifold and great mercies.
We are not worthy so much as to gather up
the crumbs under your table.

But you are the same Lord
whose nature is always to have mercy.
Grant us therefore, gracious Lord,
so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ
and to drink his blood,
that our sinful bodies may be made clean
by his body
and our souls washed
through his most precious blood,
and that we may evermore dwell in him,
and he in us. Amen.
When ushered,
please come forwards to receive bread and wine
(or for a prayer of blessing, if preferred),
returning to your pew via the side-aisles.
While you are waiting,
and once you have returned to your pew,
please either join in with the singing
(the words are on the back page of this service-sheet)
or spend the time in prayer.
Almighty God,
we thank you for feeding us
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we oﬀer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.
Send us out
in the power of your Spirit
to live and work
to your praise and glory. Amen.
______________________________________________________________

“WHEN I SURVEY”
When I survey the wondrous cross
on which the Prince of glory died,
my richest gain I count but loss,
and pour contempt on all my pride.
Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast,
save in the death of Christ my God:
all the vain things that charm me most,
I sacrifice them to his blood.
See from his head, his hands, his feet,
sorrow and love flow mingled down:
did e’er such love and sorrow meet,
or thorns compose so rich a crown?
His dying crimson, like a robe,
spreads o’er his body on the tree;
then am I dead to all the globe,
and all the globe is dead to me.

Were the whole realm of nature mine,
that were an oﬀering far too small;
love so amazing, so divine,
demands my soul, my life, my all.
Isaac Watts (1674-1748)
______________________________________________________________

THE CONCLUSION
The peace of God,
which passes all understanding,
keep your hearts and minds
in the knowledge and love of God,
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.
______________________________________________________________

SONGS DURING COMMUNION
There is a green hill far away
outside a city wall,
where our dear Lord was crucified,
who died to save us all.
We may not know, we cannot tell
what pains he had to bear,
but we believe it was for us
he hung and suﬀered there.
He died that we might be forgiven,
he died to make us good;
that we might go at last to heaven,
saved by his precious blood.
There was no other good enough
to pay the price of sin;
he, only, could unlock the gate
of heaven - and let us in.
Lord Jesus, dearly you have loved;
and we must love you too,
and trust in your redeeming blood
and learn to follow you.

Please be seated.
Cecil F. Alexander (1818-1895)

Refreshments will be brought to you in the pews.
Do please stay for a while.

Before the throne of God above
I have a strong and perfect plea:
a great High Priest, whose name is Love,
who ever lives and pleads for me.
My name is graven on His hands,
my name is written on His heart;
I know that while in heaven He stands
no tongue can bid me thence depart,
no tongue can bid me thence depart.
When Satan tempts me to despair,
and tells me of the guilt within,
upward I look, and see Him there
who made an end to all my sin.
Because the sinless Saviour died,
my sinful soul is counted free;
for God the just is satisfied
to look on Him and pardon me,
to look on Him and pardon me.

Copyright information.
Readings. Scripture quotations are from the Holy Bible, English Standard
Version Anglicised (ESVUK) Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles. Used by
permission. All rights reserved worldwide. Prayers. Common Worship:
Services and Prayers for the Church of England, material from which is
included in this service, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council (2000).
Hymns. All hymn words reproduced under CCL Licence No. 36619.

Behold Him there, the Risen Lamb;
my perfect, spotless righteousness;
the great unchangeable I am,
the King of glory and of grace!
One with Himself I cannot die,
my soul is purchased by His blood,
my life is hid with Christ on high;
with Christ, my Saviour and my God,
with Christ, my Saviour and my God.
Vikki Cook (adapted from C.L .Bancroft), © 1997, Sovereign Grace Worship

